Enucleation of esophageal leiomyoma with azygos continuation of the inferior vena cava: report of a case.
We herein report a rare case of esophageal leiomyoma in an 18-year-old woman with azygos continuation of the inferior vena cava. A submucosal tumor was located in the left wall of the esophagus behind the carina. The enlarged azygos vein made video-assisted thoracic surgery so difficult that conversion to a minithoracotomy and transection of the right superior intercostal vein were necessary to fully visualize the tumor. A pathological diagnosis revealed leiomyoma. Our experience suggests that a transection of the right superior intercostal vein is effective for the proper exposure of an esophageal tumor located behind the carina in a patient with an enlarged azygos vein.